
Early Learning Story Building Workshop(s) 
Facilitated by Rebecca Ruiter 

 

Dates: Saturdays:  
October 30,  
November 27, 2021 

Time:  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Location: On-site Victoria CCRR Office 
  2001A Douglas St 
Cost:  $20 (financial assistance available) 
 
Registration for this workshop is done by Story Studio.  
The same workshop is offered on three different dates. 
Choose one to attend, and click on the date link to register: 

 

Saturday, October 30th 
Saturday, November 27th 

 
About the workshop: 
Are you interested in learning more about engaging young minds through storytelling with 
Loose Parts play? This workshop will take you through award-winning charity Story Studio’s 
interactive story building process and will teach you how to adapt this process to your centre or 
program. This two-hour workshop explains our hands-on process that uses open and engaging 
tactile materials curated for storytelling. Participants will receive our educator's guide to 
storytelling, extension activities to explore with children, and the option to sign up for an in-
program workshop using our 'Storybox' kits with your children.  
 

About the facilitator: 
Rebecca is an experienced educator, having explored teaching in both elementary and middle 
schools and non-pedagogical sites. She is a lover of literacy and the written word, spending 
much of her free time both reading and writing. She carries a lifelong passion for education, 
kids, crafting, and the outdoors. 

  

https://forms.gle/GTMUefpzSgzb2BW79
https://forms.gle/ft1NqGjUkvdDC7bJ7


Conflict Resolution for Children & Adults in Childcare 

Facilitated by Cecily Genner 
 

 
Date:   Wednesday September 29, 2021 
Time:  7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Location: Online Zoom 
Cost:  $20 
 

This workshop includes two hours of facilitation and one hour 
self-directed work at your centre, for a three-hour certificate 

 
 
 
 
About the Workshop: 
Unresolved conflict can have an unhealthy impact on both children and adults, creating a 
negative learning environment for all involved. This workshop will guide educators through 
practical strategies to teach children in managing conflict, as well as provide tools for resolving 
conflict within the workplace. 
 
This workshop will cover material that is applicable in both Early Childhood and School-Age 
environments. 
 
About the Facilitator: 
Cecily Genner (she/her) is currently completing her practicum studies in the School of Social 
Work at the University of Victoria with a specialization in Child Welfare. She has worked in 
School-Age Child Care at Jericho Kids’ Club for eight years and is a passionate advocate for 
continued education in the field. Located on Vancouver Island, she currently works in 
partnership with various BC-based organizations to provide school-age specific training for 
educators with a range of experience, from frontline staff to program managers. Along with her 
experience in childcare, Cecily brings with her a commitment to social justice through anti-
oppressive and decolonizing practice. 
 

  



Wonderings with Ward 
 (Through an Infant/Toddler Lens) 

Facilitated by Ward Nakata 
 

Date:   Saturday October 16, 2021 
Time:   10:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
Location:  On-site Victoria CCRR office  
                       2001A Douglas Street 

Cost:     $40 
 
A light lunch will be included 
 
 
 
About the Workshop: 
This session will address the questions and interests of the participants.  Meandering through 
various inquiries, our day will flow and weave together, using a responsive curriculum with 
educators and participants, as we are encouraged to do with the children in our care. 
 
The day will be structured around a framework of the 3 R’s: Relational Practice, Responsive 
Curriculum, and Reflective Practice. 
 
This unique workshop engages participants in a communal learning environment through 
discussion, videos, photos, personal reflection, and group problem solving. 
 
About the Facilitator: 

Ward Nakata has worked in childcare for over 30 years. He is currently employed by UBC Child 

Care Services working with infants, where he has been employed for the past 26 years. He has 

presented workshops throughout the province and has been a guest speaker at various 

institutions as well.  Ward is a past Board Director of ECEBC where he has proudly served for 

the past seven years. He has three children and a partner who also is an Early Childhood 

Educator.  

  



Risky Play, Weapons Play and Screen-time: Approaching Contentious 
Programming in School-Age Child Care 

Facilitated by Cecily Genner 
 

Date:  Thursday, October 28, 2021 
Time:  7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Location: Online Zoom 
Cost:  $20 
 
 
 

This workshop includes two hours of facilitation and one hour 
self-directed work at your centre, for a three-hour certificate 

 
 
 

About the Workshop: 
Policies surrounding risky play, weapons play, and screen-time can be difficult for educators to 
manage. In this workshop, we will address the fears and concerns surrounding this type of play, 
and why it is beneficial for us to explore it in our programming. Educators will learn to recognize 
their role in engaging with this programming and how to approach families in a respectful and 
responsive way. 
 
This workshop will cover material that is applicable in both Early Childhood and School-Age 
environments. 
 

About the Facilitator: 
Cecily Genner (she/her) is currently completing her practicum studies in the School of Social 
Work at the University of Victoria with a specialization in Child Welfare. She has worked in 
School-Age Child Care at Jericho Kids’ Club for eight years and is a passionate advocate for 
continued education in the field. Located on Vancouver Island, she currently works in 
partnership with various BC-based organizations to provide school-age specific training for 
educators with a range of experience, from frontline staff to program managers. Along with her 
experience in childcare, Cecily brings with her a commitment to social justice through anti-
oppressive and decolonizing practice. 
  



Nature With Children: Sharing Our Journey 
Facilitated by Cindy Mackey 

 

Date:  Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
Time:  7:00 – 9:00 PM 
Location: Online Zoom 
Cost:  $20 
 
 
 
About the workshop: 
Cindy has been an early childhood educator since 1997 and has worked in licensed centres with 
a variety of age groups from infant to school age. About five years ago, she introduced weekly 
nature days for her co-op preschool classes and last year, she came to Arbutus Grove Children’s 
Centre to manage a new nature program there. She will share the journey and stories from her 
first experiences with working with children outdoors.  

We will discuss 

• benefits of outdoor learning 

• barriers to outdoor learning  

• removing barriers to outdoor learning including ways to incorporate nature even when 
you don't have the ideal setting 

• unique benefits and challenges of bringing your classroom out into the community 

• suggested reading for children and adults 

 
About the Facilitator: 
Cindy Mackey has been an Early Childhood Educator, for over 20 years, working in Greater Victoria and 

on the Saanich Peninsula. She is now at Arbutus Grove Children's Centre as Nature Program Manager, 

starting up a new program which will combine play, inquiry-based learning and connections with nature. 

Her interests are varied and include Reggio inspired practice, early musical development, nature 

education, children’s literature, story-telling, leadership, staff retention, collaborative and reflective 

teaching, enhancing parent communication, social media marketing, ethics, and community building. 

  



Save the Date! Victoria CCRR in Partnership with ECEBC Victoria: 
 

Compassionate Systems 
Facilitated by Pippa Rowcliffe and Joanne Schroeder 

 
Date:  Saturday, November 20, 2021 
Time:              10:00 AM – 2:30 PM     
Location: On site Victoria CCRR Office 
  2001A Douglas St 
 

A light lunch will be included 
 

About the workshop: 
In the coming few years, the Ministry of Education will be taking responsibility for childcare in British 
Columbia. The strategic context for this in the Ministry has been laid through the Early Learning 
Framework. But the real work of connecting and aligning early years and education, two systems with 
different cultures and histories, will require us all to develop new leadership skills and capabilities. In 
this workshop, you will learn about the Compassionate Systems Leadership (CSL) approach to change. 
CSL is based on the belief that we are the system - how we show up to work with others matters - and 
that we all have a role in leading change. It connects our own personal mastery - present awareness and 
compassion - with deep interpersonal skills - deep listening and speaking with care and integrity - that 
allow us to engage in the complex and emergent work of systems thinking toward change. Workshop 
participants will be exposed to new CSL concepts, learn practical skills that can be used tomorrow in the 
workplace or at home, and see current examples of how CSL is being used to connect early years and 
education from here in BC. 

 
About the Facilitators: 
Pippa Rowcliffe is an uninvited settler on the traditional territories of the WSANEC People on Vancouver 
Island.  She is a mother of three boys. Pippa has been learning and practicing CSL since 2015.  Her long- 
time employment at the Human Early Learning Partnership, University of British Columbia, where data 
consistently suggest worsening child development in BC over 20 years, brought her a sense of urgency 
to develop new and innovative ways to supporting all children and families to thrive. Along with Joanne, 
Pippa designed and guided three pilot communities in Compassionate Systems Leadership training in 
2018/19. Pippa has a particular interest and has trained in Compassion Cultivation (Stanford/ 
Compassion Institute) as a necessary foundation for a Compassionate Systems Leadership approach. In 
her current position at the Office of the Representative for Children and Youth of BC, Pippa continues to 
develop and apply compassionate systems leadership approaches to provincial policy and program 
change. 
 
Joanne Schroeder is a settler on the traditional territories of the K’omoks People on Vancouver Island. 
She is a mother and grandmother. Joanne recently “retired” from her role as Executive Director at the 
Comox Valley Child Development Association and has returned to the Human Early Learning Partnership 
as Director of External Partnerships. Joanne’s exploration of Compassionate Systems Leadership is a 
natural extension of her passion for and career long commitment to building better systems and policies 
for children and youth, through leveraging innovative practice, community leadership and research. She 
sees in the Compassionate Systems framework a rich opportunity to join with colleagues in B.C. who are 
building a more compassionate approach within the child serving systems and to contribute to the 
emergence of a provincial network for transformative change. 
 


