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Coordinator’s Message 
The hustle and bustle of the season is now in full swing. I hope you are 

well and that you are making plans to have some rest and family time 

during this most wonderful time. Our office is filled with holiday music 

and we’ve received some very lovely gifts. We are preparing for our 

Holiday Tea with some of our community partners and last Wednesday 

we started to give out our creative Holiday Resource Packages. Patsy, 

Shauna, Lisa, and Danielle out did themselves this year. We’ve already 

received some terrific feedback about the Santa’s Suits felt story. 

Samara Ferguson, who operates a Registered License not Required 

home setting changed up her santas to make them “a little more 

interactive for the accompanying songs and stories. Check out her 

santas and the merry little faces of the children! 

Season’s Greetings to Everyone! From our team to you, have a 

wonderful holiday season! 

Most sincerely, 

Belinda Macey 
Program Coordinator 



Little Tykes Computer 

Important Dates 
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Holiday Office Closure 

Noon, Friday, December 23, 2011 

To 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

December 24  

Christmas Eve 

December 25 

Christmas Day 

December 26  

Kwanzaa 

January 1 

New Year’s Day 

January 6  

Epiphany 

January 23  

Chinese New Year 

February 14 

St. Valentine’s Day 

February 22 

Ash Wednesday 

March 17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

March 19 

Purim 

 

 

About three years ago, our program was fortunate to receive a Little 

Tykes Young Explorer Computer System. It has been loaned to three 

child care centres over the past few years and now we are ready to 

find it a permanent home. Are you interested in receiving such an 

amazing gift? It includes: 

IBM Think Centre Computer (PC) 

17” Colour Monitor 

Custom Little Tykes Learning keyboard 

Mouse 

2 External Speakers 

Furniture: flat desk area, two built-in mouse pads, 

bench seat that fits two children, two locking cabinet 

doors 

Resources: preloaded software & supporting resource 

binder (Millie’s Math House, Sammy’s Science House, 

Bailey’s Book House, etc.) 

Here’s what you need to do: 

Please provide a small essay about why your child care centre 

is the best fit for the computer. Please include such details as 

the number of children you care for, your team’s computer 

knowledge (so that you can set up and trouble shoot on your 

own), why you think this technology is useful for you, etc. 

Deadline for submissions: January 31, 2012 

This is open to Victoria CCRR members only who are 

currently working in a child care setting or have a home-

based child care setting. 
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An Outstanding Volunteer 

If you happen to come into the office on a Monday 

morning, chances are you will see our new 

volunteer, Adrianna Rother, hard at work! 

Adrianna has begun working and volunteering in 

the community through her work placements at the 

Garth Homer Society. She has single-handedly 

taken on the task of inventorying all the resources 

that you, our care providers, return to us! This is a 

job that requires a great amount of attention to 

detail and patience, two things that Adrianna seems 

to have in spades! 

She says that she enjoys coming to the CCRR 

because “everyone is friendly,” and her favorite 

resources to inventory are the felt stories and 

activity boxes. She would one day like to work 

with preschool children. 

When she’s not busy in the community, or 

lending a hand at the CCRR office, Adrianna 

enjoys hanging out with her two puppies, Chanel 

and Sophie. 

 

We are so pleased and thankful to have Adrianna as a 

part of our team! 

What Do You Treasure During the Holidays? 

Thanks 

Adrianna  

“Making and 

sending 

cards, visiting 

family and 

writing to 

Santa” 

“Decorating 

the tree 

together” 

“Having a 

nice brunch 

mid-morning 

after a good 

sleep” 

“Holding hands 

around the 

holiday table 

and being 

thankful for 

family “ 

“Ice skating, 

and then hot 

chocolate or 

hot apple 

cider!” 

Sharing old 

family baking 

recipes and 

filling the 

house with 

good smells 

Wearing my 

Christmas 

pajamas for days 

on end and 

taking it easy 
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Diversity in the Early Years Community 

Lori de Wet is one of our Early Childhood Educators who frequently accesses our 

resources and die cut machine. She is the classroom supervisor for the child care setting 

at the Inter Cultural Association. Recently she borrowed the Sissix Box, which included 

all sorts of small die cuts that can be used in a variety of ways. The children in her 

program used the people and hand shapes to create a world. In the photo the little boy 

holding the “world” is new to Canada within the past two months and he doesn’t speak 

English yet. He was the main artist for the beautiful world, although his peers did lend 

a “hand” too! 

Lori also sent us the following link which has Songs and Rhymes in 15 languages. 

She was “so excited about this website that she had to share it”! Check it out! 

 

http://www.bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity  

Chinese New Year  

January 23, 2012 

Kwanzaa 
December 26 

 

Hannukah 

December 20 

 

http://www.bpl.bc.ca/kids/embracing-diversity
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Nature Kindergarten 

Remembering Dr. Fraser Mustard (1927-2011) 

Taken from the November 17, 2011 article in the Toronto Star: 

òHe got the world talking about the 

importance of early childhood.ó 

Dr. Fraser Mustard’s impassioned campaign 

calling attention to the crucial first years of 

life—and how brain development during that 

time sets the stage for health and well-

being—inspired economists, educators, and 

politicians around the globe. 

In the ground-breaking 1999 Early Years 

Study commissioned by the province of Ontario, Mustard and co-author Margaret Norrie 

McCain called for parenting centres to support families, starting at pregnancy. They would 

provide health services, preschool programming, parenting resources and child care, and 

would save billions down the road, the study argued. 

The third part of that study, which Mustard also co-authored, was released a week after his 

death. 

Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty described Dr. Mustard as a strong, articulate champion on 

behalf of children and early childhood education. “He was one of the first ones to make the 

connection, if we make the early years right, a child is set for life. If we get them wrong, it 

takes a lot of investment to turn them around.” “ He was ahead of his time”, McGuinty said. 

Read the full article at: http://www.thestar.com/article/1088364 

Rain, snow, sleet, or hail, out they will go into the great 

outdoors! The Sooke School District has announced 

that they will be launching their Nature Kindergarten 

on the grounds of Royal Roads University in Colwood. 

The project, the brain child of Frances Krusekopf, prin-

cipal of curriculum and programs for the Sooke SD, is 

mirroring the true “waldkindergarten” concept used in 

Europe. Ms. Krusekopf, along with a working group 

which includes Enid Elliot (PhD Early Childhood Edu-

cation), a local champion for young children and quality 

programs, have created a wonderful opportunity for children to experience nature for a full 

morning of their kindergarten hours. 

To read the full article in The Globe and Mail please see: http://www.globeandmail.com/news/

national/british-columbia/kindergarten-in-victoria 

http://www.thestar.com/article/1088364
http://www.globeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/kindergarten-in-victoria
http://www.globeandmail.com/news/national/british-columbia/kindergarten-in-victoria


SVIFCCA Workshops 
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CCRR News 

ECEBC  

  Thursday, January 26 th , 2012  

òPolicies and Procedures in Licensed Child Care Facilitiesó 

Presenters: Jennie Williams and Theresa Wright,  Child Care Licensing Officers with VIHA. 

 

Thursday, February 23 rd , 2012  

òLetõs Play! Gaining Meaning to Number and Developing Number Sense in Early Childhoodó 

Presenter: Dr.Werner Liedtke  . 

 
SVIFCCA hosts workshops  every fourth Thursday of the month at North Douglas 
Pentecostal Church (675 Jolly Pl). Doors open at 6:45pm.   See their website at 
www.svifcca.com for more information . 

We have had a very busy autumn with two major events under our belts. The first event was the 

Open the Door Conference, which focused on outdoor playspaces and how to incorporate your program 

into the wonderful outdoors. The morning involved self-guided tours of five child care settings, 

complete with muffins and networking. The afternoon included two workshops: Susan Herrington 

presented, “Outdoor Play Spaces: Endangered Habitats”, and Teresa Sankey and Laura Zazzara 

(from Vancouver Coastal Health Child Care Licensing officers) presented, “Exploring Elements of 

Risk in Outdoor Play: Air, Water, Earth, & Fire”. The second event was PLAY’s (Partnerships in 

Learning and Advocacy for Young Children) hosting of The Community Plan presentation and 

discussion. We had 60 people come together from a variety of early years organizations (Family 

Serving Agencies, Family Child Care, Group Child Care, Early Years Coalitions, and ECE students). 

We began the evening with an overview PowerPoint of The Plan, by Charlene Gray and Danielle 

Davis, followed by dialogue and perspectives from the audience. 

 

Save the Date: Saturday, February 18, 2012 Winter Workshop: Embracing Current Practices 

(details to follow in the early new year) 
 

Everyone on the Victoria ECEBC Executive wishes you the best of the season for you 

and your family and we hope to see you in 2012 at our Winter Workshop day. 

 Our winter workshops are coming up fast! Hopefully you have all received the 2012 training out-

line, and are busy marking the ones you wish to attend on your calendar. If you have not received 

the information for the workshops, please contact Danielle at (250) 382-7000, or dan-

ielle@childcarevictoria.ca. A reminder to those who are sending in cheques: Please make sure 

your cheque is post-dated for January 1, 2012. 
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Victoria Child Care Resource and Referral is funded 

by the Province of British Columbia and sponsored 

by the Single Parent Resource Centre 

 

Victoria Child Care Resource and Referral, 

in partnership with the community, strives to 

enhance the availability and accessibility of a 

range of quality child care options and  

services to meet the needs of children, 

families, and child care providers. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belinda Macey, Program Coordinator .................... belinda@childcarevictoria.ca 

 ................................................................................. (250) 382-7000 Ext. 232 

Lisa Yates, Referral & Subsidy ............................... lisa@childcarevictoria.ca 

 ................................................................................. (250) 382-7000 Ext. 234 

Shauna Fraser, Referral & Subsidy ........................ shauna@childcarevictoria.ca 

 ................................................................................. (250) 382-7000 Ext. 237 

Patsy Dutton, Child Care Consultant ..................... patsy@childcarevictoria.ca 

 ................................................................................. (250) 382-7000 Ext. 230 

Danielle Dzioba, Receptionist .................................. danielle@childcarevictoria.ca 

 ................................................................................. (250) 382-7000 Ext. 221 

Congratulations Graduates 

Family Child Care Training  Unraveling the Mystery of a Child’s 
Behaviour 

Joanne Abbott  Carol Homuth 

Angela Cavicchi  Tammy Nanos 

Kristy Falconer  Emily Karger 

Raymonde Foyster Nicole Rowe  

Vicky Fugitt  Adina Thompson 

Elena Harrison 

Jolene Bales    Jennifer Mucciolo 

Greg Charbonneau  Lauren Nagasaki 

Chelsea Kelly  Janice Quinones 

Jared Scherr  Sandra Trebonne 

Diane Morton  Leanne Zolis  

   

  

2001 A Douglas St 

Victoria BC  V8T 4K9 

Ph: 250-382-7000 

Fax: 250-381-3565 

New Members 

Carol Burbee (LFC) 

Natalia Fawcett (LFC) 

Holly White (LFC) 

Sarah Campbell (LFC) 

Louise Munson (LFC) 

 

Shauna Scherr (LFC) 

Kyla Plaxton (LFC) 

Christ Church Cathedral Child Care (LGC) 

Lena Abramov (LGC) 

Lakeview Christian Preschool (PRE) 

 

Mona Borghei (RLNR) 

Robyn Driscoll (RLNR) 

Meada Harrington (RLNR) 

Chelsea Kelly (RLNR) 

Carol Paterson (RLNR) 

Jessica Thompson (RLNR) 


